Tips for Writing Essays for Scholarship and Fellowship Applications

Content & Organization
Have some idea of the narrative you are telling – This doesn’t mean you have to relate an anecdote in your essay. It simply
means that you should have an idea of how everything fits together in the big picture. Think about the relevance of
every piece of information about yourself that you bring into the essay. Every fact that you bring in should relate to
the topic of the essay.
Show; don’t tell – Language is more engaging when it paints a picture for the reader. Giving concrete details about
past experiences or setting up a scene will give the reader a better idea of who you really are and allow the reader to
connect to the story you are telling them.
Research your project/destination – Look into the project you will work on or the destination you will visit. What aspects
about it excite you most? Which are the most relevant to your academic career?
Refine your curiosity about your project – Consider what questions you are looking to answer in completing your
project/trip. Show how answering these questions matters to your academic career.
Consider the audience – The scholarship agency is offering to give you a significant amount of money. They want to
make sure you’re going to put that money to good use. Show them that you are a good investment and that you will
make the most of the opportunity presented.
Avoid clichéd language – A trip abroad or a sum of money to complete a research project would change anyone’s life.
Rather than just tell the committee that the scholarship will change your life, give them concrete examples of how it
will.

Grammar/Style
Check for sentence variety – Aim to have sentences of varying lengths and try to avoid having sentences that all start
with “I.”
Proofread your paper many times over – Don’t assume a once over is going to allow you to catch all of the mistakes in
your paper. Proofread your paper many times over. If possible, set the paper aside and take some time between
finishing a draft and proofreading it.
Use the Writing Studio – The Writing Studio can help organize your draft and help you catch some errors that you
might have missed in the first read through. You should always try to proofread your drafts before coming to the
Writing Studio as this will allow you to catch simple errors so that the session can focus on the more complex
grammar.
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