
Problem of the Block - Block 1

What is wrong with Georgia?

The following FaceBook post (poster redacted) appeared this summer.

Your challenge, if you decide to accept it, is to fully discuss the statistical issues surrounding this
post. Some things you should consider in preparing your answer would include:

• Are the graphs presented correct statistical graphs? Are the graphs presented appropriate sta-
tistical graphs to be published on the web?

• Can you find out the increase in confirmed COVID-19 cases in Georgia that occurred between
the dates of these two graphs? In other words, is the Facebook poster’s claim of 50% increase is
correct?

• Answer the last question asked in this post.

1



• Was it appropriate for the poster to imply that the state of Georgia was intentionally hiding the
increase.

• What sort of graphs would you produce if your purpose was to help citizens of Georgia understand
the increase in COVID-19 cases in different regions of the state?

• How would you rate how the state of Georgia is currently presenting COVID-19 data to its
citizens?

• The Internet is a useful tool.

Turn in solutions to Professor Freeman by email at jfreeman@cornellcollege.edu by Wednesday, Septem-
ber 30. You may ask any Mathematics and Statistics faculty member about the questions, but Professor
Freeman wrote them (and therefore at one time at least knew the answer to them) so that might be
your best bet. Professor Freeman is teaching remotely for the time being.

Partial solutions will receive credit (and are encouraged!). Submitting solutions for the Problem
of the Block can earn culture points toward the major in mathematics.

For more information about the Problem of the Block, including the current leader board for the
yearly competition, and to print off your own copy visit http://www.cornellcollege.edu/mathematics/problem-
of-the-block/index.shtml.

Copies of this problem are available in the Student
Lounge (West 301). If you don’t find one there, con-
tact Professor Freeman
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