Demeter and Persephone
Notes to Pseudo-Apollodoros 1.5.1-3
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1. éoa00Beig, from épdw, imperfect fjowv, NodoOnVv (where the aorist passive is
used with an active meaning) + genitive.
fomaoev, aorist of apmdlw, to seize and overpower, plunder, ravish, snatch.

2. kU da (cf. KEUTITW), secretly.

1 Aapmnag —adog, torch.

3. mepinet, imperfect of rtepieu, to go round or about.

‘Eouovéwv, the people of Hermion, a city close to Troezen, the latter where
many of the Athenians evacuated before the Battle of Salamis. Pausanias
(2.35.4-8) describes a sanctuary of Demeter, which explains why Demeter
chose to visit the region. Hermion was also reputed to have a chasm that lead
directly to Hades through which Heracles dragged Cerberus (Paus. 2.35.10).
Evidently, this same chasm is where Pluto had recently dragged Persephone
down to Hades.

4. eikacOcioaq, aorist passive of eikdlw, to make like to; pass. resemble, to be
like (cf. 1] elkwv —ovog, image, likeness).

5-6. émi tnv ... métgav: “to the rock called “Mirthless” from her (disposition).”
éxelvng refers to Demeter; kAnOeioav, aorist passive of kaAéw, modifies
étoav. 'AyéAaotov (& + yeAdw), without laughter, mirthless.
t0 $poéag, well, cistern; what do you think the name KaAAtxopov (kaAog +
X0Q0C) means?

7. 0 KeAedg —ov, husband of Metaneira and king of Eleusis.
é€voov, adv., inside, in the house.

8. oxwpaoa, aorist participle of okwmtw, to mock, jeer, jest at, joke.

9. pewdraoay, aorist infinitive of pewdw or peddw, to smile.

10. év toig @eopodogiois: The Thesmophoria was held during the month
Pyanopsion (late October, early November) in honor of Demeter. The
festival, attended by freeborn “citizen” women, was crucial for the renewal of
fertility of the land and the community. The passage presents Ilambe’s jokes
as the aition for the obscene jokes uttered at the festival. It is possible that
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women’s obscene jests were designed to stimulate the growth of the seeds
just planted through a kind of sympathetic magic.

Ovtog ... madiov, genitive absolute; 1) . . . Metaveipa, dative of possession;
oL KeAeov yuvaukt describes Metaneira.

teédw, nourish, nurse.

T0 Poédog —£0g, infant.

meQLALQEw, take away, strip off; what tense is étpedev and katetiOel and
TteQU)0EL?

0vntog -n —ov, mortal, opposite of aB&varoc.

1 0&& oagkog, flesh, body.

ka0’ Nuégav, every day.

naeadofwg, contrary to expectation.

€meTr|onOoeV, aorist of émitneéw, to look out or watch for, notice.
katadapPavw, seize, catch, discover, detect.

gykexouupévov, perfect participle of éyikoUmtw, conceal in

AvnAwoOrn), aorist passive of AvaAilokw, use up spend, consume, pass. perish.
What is the difference of paivw (active) and patvouar (middle)?
nEeoPuTéQw, comparative of mEéofug -elx —v, old.

0 didog, chariot.

0 mveog, wheat. Notice how the paragraph plays with 10 oo and 6 Tveoc.
mMTNVOG -n —-ov, feathered, winged (cf. T mtepdv, wing).

Vv 0ANV oikovuévny, the whole inhabited (world).

KateomelQw, to sow or plant. Can also mean to engender or beget children.
1] Q014 -&G, pomegranate tree.

0 KO0KKOG, kernel, seed, berry.

What do you think mpoidopévn (1o + idwv) means?

TO ovufroduevov, the consequence, outcome.

KATNVAAwOoev, aorist active of avaAilokw (cf. 16).

0 éviavTog, year. ka0’ ékxaotov éviavtov: cf. ka0’ Nuéoav (13-14).

. Aomdg -1 —ov, the remaining, the rest.



