
M E M O R A N D U M    

 

To:  Graduating Seniors 
From:  Heidi Levine, Dean of Students 
Subject:  BACCALAUREATE & COMMENCEMENT  
Date:  March 6, 2009 
 
This notice includes some important Baccalaureate and Commencement information to assist you in 
planning an exciting and memorable day for you and your family.  Graduation ceremonies feature some of 
Cornell's finest traditions.  
 

� The Ceremony:  Details about the Baccalaureate Service and Commencement Ceremony will be 
distributed to you in May.  The academic procession for Baccalaureate will form in front of Old Sem at 
8:30 a.m., Saturday, May 30; the service will begin at 9:00 a.m.  Students will assemble in the basketball 
gym of the Small Multi Sports Center at 12:45 p.m., Saturday, May 30 for Commencement; the ceremony 
will begin at 1:30 p.m. Seating for persons with disabilities will be available at both Baccalaureate and 
Commencement and will be clearly marked. 

 

� Cap & Gown: Purchase your Cap and Gown at Senior Day on the Orange Carpet from 11 – 1 p.m. 
March 20!  If you are no longer on campus contact the Cornell Bookstore at 319-895-4378 or go on line 
at https://www1.herffjones.com/college/graduation/. 

 

� Senior and Faculty Speaker selection: One tradition is for the senior class to select the Faculty and 
Senior Speakers. Seniors may make their nominations on Senior Day, March 20 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on the Orange Carpet. Final election from the top five nominees will be conducted during affinity seating 
sign up on April 8, 9, and 10 at the Mortar Board table in The Commons during lunch and dinner.  

   

� Affinity Seating. Cornell seniors have the opportunity to sit with close friends from their class during 
the Commencement ceremony. To sign up for your seat, visit the Mortar Board table in The Commons 
during lunch and dinner (lunch only on April 10), on Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday, April 8, 9, and 10. 
 Sign your name as you want it read aloud and include your ID number (the ID number is for reference 
only and will not appear on the program insert).  You may reserve places for friends if they have asked 
you to do so and have supplied their ID numbers.  

 

� Alternative Sign Up: The sign-up sheet will also be available in the Dean of Students Office in Old Sem 
on April 8 – 10 from 8:00 - 10:45 a.m. and 1:00 - 4:30 p.m., and the following week from 8:00 a.m. – 
noon and 1:00 – 4:30 p.m.  Seniors not on campus may sign up by calling (319) 895-4234, 8:00 a.m.- 4:30 
p.m. or mailto: mlong@cornellcollege.edu. If you are unable to sign up, we will place your name on the 
seating chart.  No one will be forgotten! After May 1st, seating arrangements cannot be changed. No 
exceptions. 

 

� Reading of the Names: Dean Carlson will read your name as you submitted it on the seating chart.  If, 
for example, at your senior conference you indicated to the Registrar that you wished your name to be 
printed on your diploma and in the Commencement program as Elizabeth Catherine Smith, but you sign 
the seating chart as Betsy Kate Smith, your name will be read as “Betsy Kate Smith” even though your 
diploma reads “Elizabeth Catherine Smith.”  If you are asking a friend to sign up for you, please make 
sure your friend knows how you wish your name to be read by the Dean and how to spell your name.  It 
is wise to write out the information so your friend may refer to it when signing the seating chart. 

 
If you have any questions about Commencement Weekend schedules and procedures, please feel free to call 
or stop by the Dean of Students Office on the first floor of Old Sem, 895-4234. 
 

For up to date details 

and reminders go to 

http://www.cornellcollege

.edu/student-

gateway/seniors-

only.shtml 



CORNELL COLLEGE 
2009 COMMENCEMENT EVENTS 

 

 

Thursday, May 28, 2009 
5:30 p.m. (Reception) Alumni/CASA reception and dinner  
6:00 p.m. (Dinner) Prairie Hill Pavilion 
 Hwy 13, Cedar Rapids, IA  
 
Friday, May 29, 2009 
 
3:00 – 5:00 p.m. Reception for Seniors and their Parents 
 The President’s House 
 
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. *Senior/Parent Dinner 

The Commons dining rooms 
 

 
Saturday, May 30, 2009  
 
9:00 a.m. Baccalaureate Service 
 King Chapel  
 
10:30 a.m. Phi Beta Kappa Recognition  

Russell D. Cole Library (open to the public) 
 
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. *Buffet Luncheon 
 The Commons dining rooms 
 
1:30 p.m. Commencement 
 The Small Multi-Sports Center 
 Reception follows 
  
6:00 p.m. Residence Halls Close 
 Plan Carefully: Packing takes longer than you think! 

 

Tickets are not required to attend Baccalaureate and Commencement events. 

*There is no charge for Seniors who are on a meal plan. Parent and guest tickets are $9.00 for the 
Friday evening dinner and $7.50 for the Saturday buffet. Tickets for children under the age of 12 
are $5.00 for the dinner, and $4.50 for the buffet. Children under the age of five are free.  Tickets 
will be available at The Commons Information Desk and may be purchased in advance.  


