CORNELL COLLEGE

POL 2-250 Principles of Advocacy

Block Two 2008

by Paul R. Hedges

Course Syllabus

Materials: Textbooks: 

Cases and Materials on the Legal Profession: Robert F. Cochran, Jr. (Second Edition) 2003

Trial Stories: Michael Tigar 2008

Making Your Case, The Art of Persuading Judges: Antonin Scalia 2008

A portion of the Class may be devoted to simulated trial components intended to introduce, demonstrate and experience the various skills and strategies of legal advocacy while bringing to life the various challenges that lawyer/advocates face on a daily basis. The success of the attempted simulations is dependent on the full and enthusiastic participation of each student. Each exercise is designed to approximate as realistically as possible the practices and thought processes essential to effective advocacy while also revealing the true “Principles” of Advocacy within our present legal system. 

It is hoped that the Advocacy Project will permit you to conduct extensive research into an Advocacy or Public Interest Group to discern and understand the way(s) in which Advocacy in Law and Society has combined or will combine with multi-faceted approaches to the realization of specific goals that are aimed at affecting change in legislation, social policy or within the culture. Students will research origins and function  of various groups, associations or entities, such as Sierra Club, the ACLU,  NRA, NOW, NARAL, English First, ACLJ, and numerous other organizations.

Finally, it is hoped that this course will succeed in linking the historical roots of human freedoms with the modern practices of this day opening windows from which students may view – if only in a glimpse – opportunities that may exist in the very challenging days ahead to secure the blessings of liberty and freedom for others while achieving rich and rewarding fulfillment of personal goals and destiny.


For each assignment listed it is expected that the work set forth will be completed by that day’s class session.

CLASS SCHEDULE and ASSIGNMENTS

WEEK ONE

9/29
Monday 
9:00
Introduction; Class Overview; Brief                 

Overview of American Jurisprudence; Spirit of Advocacy; Project Selections; 
1:00
Individual Meetings


9/30
Tuesday  
10:00
Information Literacy Assessment: Library Room 212

1:00
Legal Research & Writing; Legal Procedure; Courts &                              

Controversies; Scalia 1-38. Cochran 1-25

Notes p. 13:1-3; p. 19:1-3

10/1
Wednesday  
1:00
Briefs and Memorandum; Oral or Written? 




Project Identified


Legal Brief (Topic 1) assigned; Scalia 39-55





Tigar 1-12 (Introduction)

10/2
Thursday 
1:00
The Lawyer as Advocate. Scalia 57-88





Cochran 26-54; Notes p. 33:1-3; p. 38:1-2; p. 49:1-4.

10/3
Friday 
10:00
The Lawyer/Advocate and the System. Tigar:  





The Aaron Burr Treason Trial 47-66

1:00
Tigar (cont’d.) 66-81; Cochran 55-60: Notes p. 57: 1-9.

WEEK TWO

10/6
Monday 
10:00
Quiz #1

1:00
Media Briefing: Topic #1





Cochran 60-95; Notes p. 89:1-3, p. 94: 1-4; Scalia 80-102

10/7
Tuesday
10:00
Bond Hearings




1:00
Scalia 102-136, Cochran 111-136, Notes p. 118:1-5

10/8
Wednesday
1:00
Tigar 13-46 Washington v. Sherrie Alley: Battered 





Women’s Syndrome

10/9
Thursday 
1:00
Tigar 83-116 Sallie Hillmon: Six Trials, Six Results?





Scalia 137-164

10/10
Friday

10:00 
Student Case Oral Briefing Part A

1:00
Tigar 117-147 Leopold and Loeb & Clarence Darrow 
WEEK THREE

10/13
Monday 
10:00
Quiz #2, Scalia 166-199



1:00
Student Case Oral Briefing Part B

10/14
Tuesday
10:00
Cochran 253-308, Notes p. 255:1-4, p. 272:1-9.





1:00
Notes p. 285:3-6, p. 295:1-3, p. 304:2-4.

10/15
Wednesday 
1:00
Cochran 305-350; Notes p. 316:1-3

10/16
Thursday
1:00
Cochran Notes p. 324:1-5, p.348:1-7

10/17
Friday 
10:00
Tigar 353-398 The Sweet Trials: Racism in Detroit



1:00
(Reserved)

WEEK FOUR

10/20
Monday 
10:00
Quiz #3




1:00
Summary Project Report (Oral) 

10/21
Tuesday 
10:00
Tigar 399-476 The VIOXX Trials






1:00
Summary Project Report (Oral)

10/22
Wednesday 
Projects Due at 10:00 a.m.

FINAL DAY OF CLASS

Legal Resources of the Russell Cole Library

The following are among the more valuable study and research aids available in Russell Cole Library. Use them, but don't abuse them. 

· LEXIS-NEXIS®: A fabulous legal research tool that includes access to statutes, codes, cases, and full text of virtually all legal journals. There is a direct link to this service and many other valuable research links at Internet Resources for Government, Politics & Law sponsored by the Department of Politics. 

· United States Reports. These are the official records of the decisions and opinions of the United States Supreme Court. Since 1994 the U.S. Reports has been available on microfiche at "Microfiche, Government Documents, Ju6.8." The library allows you to make free hard copies from microfiche sources; however, all decisions of the United States Supreme Court and most other courts are more readily accessible through LEXIS-NEXIS®. If you did not have access to LEXIS-NEXIS®, the Legal Information Institute at Cornell University and Findlaw.com would be the best resources. 

· In the reference section of the library you will find the following: 

· Ref 340.03 B564b Black's Law Dictionary, 5th ed. West Publishing Co. 

· Ref 342 Un3u United States Statutes at Large. GPO. 

· Ref 342.73 B283s Summaries of Leading Cases on the Constitution, 12th ed. Roman and Allanheld. 

· Ref 342.73 C361c The Constitutional Law Dictionary, 2 vols. ABC-Clio. 

· Ref 342.73 F825 The Founders' Constitution, 5 vols. U. of Chicago Press. 

· Ref 342.733 Un3c The Constitution of the U.S.A. Annotated. GPO. 

· Ref 345.2 Un3 The United States Code. GPO. [and on line through link above] 

· Ref 347.73 C76c Guide to the U. S. Supreme Court. Congressional Quarterly. 

· Ref 347.73 Sh47 Shepards Acts and Cases by Popular Names, 2 vols. McGraw-Hill. 

· Ref 348.73 B61s United States Supreme Court Index to Opinions, 2 vols. Kraus. 

· Ref 348.73 G935u United States Supreme Court Decisions: an Index to Excerpts, Reprints, and Discussions. Scarecrow Press. 

E-Mail Attachments: Please deliver your papers by means of e-mail attachments. Please save your papers and other submissions in Word (*.doc), WordPerfect (*.wpd), or Rich Text (*.rtf). Attach your file to an e-mail addressed to phedges@cornellcollege.edu.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

· ATTENDANCE: "Eighty percent of success is showing up." -- Woody Allen. Class attendance is not 80% of your grade, but it is important. I appreciate your letting me know by e-mail when you will not be in class. 

· STRUCTURED READING ASSIGNMENTS: Read the formal assignments in advance of the class periods for which they are scheduled. Read them carefully. 

· ASSIGNMENTS: In addition to the formal assignments, there are fifteen (15) Short Answer Assignments found in Cases and Materials Textbook. One copy of your responses to these Assignments will be turned in at the beginning of the class for which they have been assigned.

· CLASS PARTICIPATION: In addition to showing up and reading your assignments, I expect you to take an active and constructive role in class discussion. 

· EXAMINATIONS & QUIZZES: There will be no final examination. There will be three quizzes designed to test your mastery of the assigned reading and classroom learning. 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING ADVOCACY PROJECT PAPERS
An "A" paper has the following elements:

1. Good, clear, complete discussion of major parts of the topic 

2. A penetrating thesis statement connecting the parts, 

3. Accurate, skillful use of argument and evidence in supporting the thesis, 

4. A strong conclusion anchored in a tightly drawn organization of thesis, argument, and evidence, plus 

5. No more than one error per page of the sort outlined in English Simplified. 

A "B" paper has the following:

1. Adequate discussion of the parts, using familiar phrases from the class discussion & the readings, 

2. Clear thesis but more weakly stated than in an "A" paper, 

3. Argument and evidence systematically offered but not finely gauged to the difficulty or complexity of the issue; transitions become increasingly tentative, 

4. Broad, general conclusion based on adequate organization with no more than two errors per page of the sort outlined in English Simplified. 

A "C" paper has:

1. Incomplete discussion with weak thesis followed by loosely related arguments or evidence to which objections are obvious, missing transitions, 

2. Brief conclusion, sketchy organization, no more than three errors per page 

A "D" paper: Garbled, inaccurate discussion, no thesis, little evidence or argument, abuse of quotations, assertion in place of conclusion, gaps in organization, no more than four errors per page.

