Pol 337: The Comparative Study of Health Care Systems

Term 6: February 2007

Aparna Thomas
Class Times: M-F, 1-3 pm and some mornings
My Office: 305 South Hall

Office hours: M-F 11- 1 pm and by appointment
Email: athomas@cornellcollege.edu 

Course Description:
This course will cover the major models for provision and financing of health care used around the world today. The historical development of these models will be traced, and the societal values and other factors underlying countries’ choice of health care systems and policies will be examined. Students will learn to analyze the advantages and disadvantages of various ways of organizing and financing health care and to evaluate health policies according to a range of criteria for cost, quality and equity.
The course will also examine a number of health care policy issues facing the United States such as rising health care costs, quality of health care services, financing of the health care system, adoption of new technologies, and the role of the public and private sectors in providing health care. However, in seeking to reform the US health care system, it is important to analyze health care systems comparatively, in order to understand how various countries address similar problems. Specifically, the health care systems of advanced industrialized counties such as the United Kingdom, Germany, Canada, and Japan will be studied. Some of the questions addressed include: which systems and models are better equipped at achieving efficiency and equity? how do different systems deal with challenging choices such as decisions about new technology and innovation? why do advanced industrialized countries pursue different public policy alternatives for similar problems? 

The course will begin with a discussion of the different approaches and methods used in comparative health care systems and examine some of the key concepts that will allow for meaningful policy comparisons across countries. The second and main part of the course consists of in depth comparative analysis of different models of health care systems designed to draw conclusions for the United States.  
Course Objectives: 

The objectives of this course are to familiarize students with both the present state of substantive knowledge in the field of comparative health care systems and to initiate them to engage in research on the current models used. Based on this foundation, students will have a better understanding of how health care systems are constructed, the political, economic, multicultural, social and historical contexts of their development, and the outcomes of each system on various segments of the society. Studying health from such an international perspective will foster a unique, broad and innovative perspective in health education, research and service delivery. Since the course will provide a broad perspective to those interested in the various aspects of health care, the course will be useful for students in both the health and social sciences.  
Required Readings: 
Dying for Growth: Global Inequality and the Health of the Poor by Jim Yong Kim (Editor), Alec Irwin (Editor), Joyce Millen (Editor), John Gershman (Editor), Jim Young (Editor) Publisher: Common Courage Pr; (July 2000) 

Health of Nations: An International Perspectives on U.S. Health Care Reform (Health of Nations, 3rd Ed (Paper), by Laurene A. Graig 
Publisher: Congressional Quarterly Books (Sd); 3rd edition (June 1999) 

Health Care Systems around the World: Characteristics, Issues, Reforms. M.L. Lassey, W.R. Lassey and M.J. Jinks, eds. Prentiss Hall, Upper Saddle River, NJ. 1997.
Course Requirements: 

1. Exams: There will be two in class exams worth 20% each. The exams will cover the readings as well as class discussions. Exams will consist of essay and short answer questions. Make-up exams will not be given unless in the case of emergencies. 

2. Term Paper and Presentation: Students are required to write a research paper of 10-12 pages. We will have paper presentations in class at the end of the term. No late papers will be accepted without prior consent. The term paper and presentation will comprise 20% of your final grade. Specific details about the term paper will be given in a separate handout. For the paper, students are required to choose a country (with the exception of those cases studied in class) and present a health related issue affecting that country. Based on the different models of health care, students are required to discuss a policy recommendation for their case. 
3. Attendance and Participation: Attendance is mandatory. Students will be expected to participate actively in sharing their ideas on various classroom discussions.  I will take attendance throughout the term. The students who fail to maintain a regular attendance cannot expect to score well on classroom participation that will comprise 20% of the final grade. More than one unexcused absence will result in lowering the participation grade by ½ letter grade. However, in case of repeated absences, I reserve the right to lower the final grade. 

This is what I will be considering when evaluating your participation:

quantity: one or two token comments per class session won't cut it. 

quality: demonstrate that you're thinking, both when reading and preparing for class and during class. Talking without preparation or thinking, or because you like the sound of your own voice, won't cut it either. 

preparation: I won't assume you've read. You have to show me you have. 

Remember: what you say doesn't have to be brilliant (listen to others - including me - and you'll notice brilliance is a rare commodity), but should reflect a) preparation and b) thought. Sometimes the seemingly stupid questions or obvious observations are very productive for discussion.
4. Leading Class Discussions: Students will be responsible for leading class discussions in pairs least once during the term. Discussion leaders should plan material for about an hour. The goal is to work together to understand the themes and questions raised in the readings.  
How to get the most out of class discussions: Classroom participation is a key requirement in this course. The most important policy is to be polite and respectful. Consider other people’s feelings. Every person in this class is equally responsible for the success of the course. Here are some tips to make most of your experience in this class:

1. Enter into class activities with enthusiasm

2. Openly share related experiences

3. Respect the views of your classmates

4. Be patient with others

5. Be honest and sincere about your thoughts and feelings

6. Restrict discussions to relevant topics

Grades Breakdown:

Exam 1- 20%
Exam 2- 20%
Term Paper and Presentation- 20%
Leading Class Discussion- 20%
Attendance and Participation- 20%
A Note on Academic Honesty:

The following section is reprinted from Compass, the Cornell Student Handbook. Please see me if you have any questions.

A student is expected to explicitly acknowledge ideas, claims, observations, or data of others, unless generally known. When a piece of work is submitted for credit, a student is asserting that the submission is her or his work unless there is a citation of a specific source. If there is no appropriate acknowledgement of sources, whether intended or not, this may constitute a violation of the College's requirement for honesty in academic work and may be treated as a case of academic dishonesty. 

Dishonesty in academic work includes both cheating and plagiarism. Please refer to the Cornell Student Handbook for more details or come and talk to me. 

A safe guide is to provide a full citation for every source consulted. Sources may include, but are not limited to, published books, articles, reviews, Internet sites, archival material, visual images, oral presentations, or personal correspondence. In addition, students should always keep previous drafts of their work in order to provide documentation of their original work. Finally, due to disciplinary differences, students should consult their professor, a librarian, and/or the Writing Studio for specific instructions on properly providing citations for sources.

Schedule and Reading Assignments: 

Week 1

Monday, February 5- AM Class

Introduction and Class Overview

Tuesday, February 6- PM Class

Health Care Systems: Basic Issues and Concepts

Readings: Graig, Ch 1, Lassey & Jinks, Ch 1, 2
Wednesday, February 7- PM Class

U.S. Health Care System

Readings: Graig, Ch 2, Lassey & Jinks, Ch 3
Discussion Group 1

Thursday, February 8- PM Class

Case Study: Germany

Readings: Graig, Ch 3, Lassey & Jinks, Ch 6
Discussion Group 2
Friday, February 9- AM Class

Case Study: Canada

Readings: Graig, Ch 6, Lassey & Jinks, Ch 4
Discussion Group 3
Week 2

Monday, February 12- PM Class

Case Study: United Kingdom
Readings: Graig, Ch 7, Lassey & Jinks, Ch 10

Discussion Group 4
Tuesday, February 13- PM Class

Case Study: Japan
Readings: Graig, Ch 5, Lassey & Jinks, Ch 5

Discussion Group 5
Wednesday, February 14- AM Class

Exam 1

Thursday, February 15- PM Class

Readings: Lassey & Jinks, Ch 16, 17

Discussion Group 6
Friday, February 16- AM Class

Readings: Graig, Ch 8, Lassey & Jinks, Ch 18

Discussion Group 7
Week 3

Monday, February 19- PM Class

Health Care Issues in the Developing World
Readings: Kim, Millen et al, Ch 1, 2

Tuesday, February 20- PM Class

Health Care Issues in the Developing World Contd

Readings: Kim, Millen et al, Ch 3
Wednesday, February 21- PM Class

Role of Transnational Corporations
Readings: Kim, Millen et al, Ch 8

Thursday, February 22- PM Class

Role of Transnational Corporations Contd
Readings: Kim, Millen et al, Ch 9

Friday, February 23- AM Class

Exam 2

Week 4

Monday, February 26- AM & PM Class

Class Presentations

Tuesday, February 27- AM & PM Class

Class Presentations

Wednesday, February 28
Final Paper Due- Noon

Note: This syllabus is subject to revision in the event of extenuating circumstances
