POL 336: STRATEGIES TO ALLEVIATE POVERTY
Term 8: April 2006
Aparna Thomas, Instructor

Amanda Swygart-Hobaugh, Consulting Librarian

Class Meets: M-F, 9-11 and 1-3, South Hall 302

My office: South Hall 305

Office hours: MWF: 11-12, TTH: 3-4
Email: athomas@cornellcollege.edu

Course Description

Despite forty years of economic growth and government efforts, poverty rates (especially for

children and minorities) have stayed stubbornly high. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in

2003, about 35.9 million Americans were poor, that is, they had incomes below the federally

established poverty line, $14,680 for a family of three.

Part of Karl Marx's 19th Century critique of capitalism was a based in the conundrum that despite humankind having created abundance for the first time in history, the prevalence of those mired in poverty was both extraordinarily high and, at least for Marx, morally reprehensible. A century and a half after he attacked capitalism for its inequalities, more countries have become richer, a sizable middle class has substantially displaced the underclass in much of the advanced, industrialized world, and technology holds out the promise - or perhaps the illusion - of converting resources into ever more wealth. Yet the poor are still with us in greater absolute numbers, and the divisions between the rich and poor are more sharply drawn and more visible than ever before. 

Course Objectives:

The course explores the nature of poverty in the developing world. What causes it? What behaviors does it induce? Particular emphasis is on discussing various institutional factors that lead to poverty. Furthermore, the course will explore various strategies and programs designed to alleviate poverty at the international, national and local levels. The role of the World Bank, national governments and non-governmental organizations towards eliminating poverty will be analyzed in detail. A key question is whether poverty can be eradicated and if so, can the solution be found in capitalism itself?  If not, is there a viable alternative? This course will explore the nature, extent, demographics, and causes of contemporary poverty, as well as the major policy and program responses to poverty. 

Required Readings:

World Development Report 2000/2001: Attacking Poverty

Sachs, Jeffrey. 2005. The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our Time

Brawley, Mark. 2003. The Politics of Globalization
Course Requirements
Exams

There will be two exams. Exams may consist of multiple-choice, short-answer questions and essays. The first exam will test your understanding of the theoretical framework of this class. The second will be comprehensive. Exams will be in-class and closed book. 
Experiential Assignment: Assumed Identity Research, Presentation and Portfolio .

You will be given an identity that includes your age, ethnicity, base salary or government appropriation, education, a marital status and number of dependents.

After receiving your identity, you will do the following for your oral presentation in class: 

(1) Go to the grocery store and shop for one weekend of food based on your food stamp

allocation and wage supplement (if necessary)and provide us with the daily meal plan and costs;

(2) develop an appropriate family health care plan and family planning program; 

(3) budget for your utilities; 

(4) arrange transportation; 

(5) design two recreational activities—one with children and one with your partner, date or a friend; 

Please bring to class a meal prepared from one day of your weekend budget for us to sample during your presentation. Your presentation should be approximately 15 minutes and include a one page outline summary for your colleagues that summarizes your findings.

Term Paper and Presentations: You will be required to write a research paper of 8-10 pages on a topic relating to global poverty. The paper can either present a case study of a country’s efforts to alleviate poverty, or analyze a poverty related issue affecting the developing world, or you may focus on a non-state approach i.e. analyze the efforts made by NGOs and other grass roots organizations in alleviating poverty. The paper topic must be approved by Monday, April 17, at the latest. We will spend the last 2 days of the block doing presentations and the paper is due on Wednesday, May 3, at noon. More specific details about this assignment will be given in a separate handout

Preliminary Guidelines for the Term Paper and Presentation

An excellent oral presentation and term paper must conform to the following criteria:


Good, clear and complete description of the problem

Clear thesis statement on the selected problem (your own argument) developed out of empirical evidence or theoretical perspective


Theoretical framework(s) that explain your problem the best


Empirical evidence and/or plausible examples to support your argument

Your own contribution to the problem -- e.g., unique arguments supported by evidence that others missed, synthesis of previous findings or new empirical updates of previous findings that prove one side to be correct


Possible predictions 


Few errors in grammar, punctuation, excellent spelling and writing style as well as proper citation


Complete and appropriate bibliography

Finally, it must be submitted on time. Late papers will be accepted only under extraordinary circumstances. 


Missing one or more of the above elements will negatively affect the general grade

Attendance and Participation: Attendance is mandatory. Students will be expected to participate actively in sharing their ideas on various classroom discussions.  I will take attendance throughout the term. The students who fail to maintain a regular attendance cannot expect to score well on classroom participation that will comprise 20% of the final grade. More than one unexcused absence will result in lowering the participation grade by ½ letter grade. However, in case of repeated absences, I reserve the right to lower the final grade. 

This is what I will be considering when evaluating your participation:

quantity: one or two token comments per two-and-one-half-hour class won't cut it. 

quality: demonstrate that you're thinking, both when reading and preparing for class and during class. Talking without preparation or thinking, or because you like the sound of your own voice, won't cut it either. 

preparation: I won't assume you've read. You have to show me you have. 

Remember: what you say doesn't have to be brilliant (listen to others - including me - and you'll notice brilliance is a rare commodity), but should reflect a) preparation and b) thought. Sometimes the seemingly stupid questions or obvious observations are very productive for discussion. 

Class Discussions: The course is structured as a seminar course, which means the style should be relaxed, open, and participatory. Students will be responsible for leading class discussions in pairs least once during the term. Chapters from the World Development Report and the Sachs book will be assigned to pairs of students. Discussion leaders should plan material for about ½ hour. The goal is to work together to understand the themes and questions raised in the readings.  
How to get the most out of class discussions: 
Classroom participation is a key requirement in this course. The most important policy is to be polite and respectful. Consider other people’s feelings. Every person in this class is equally responsible for the success of the course. Here are some tips to make most of your experience in this class:

1. Enter into class activities with enthusiasm

2. Openly share related experiences

3. Respect the views of your classmates

4. Be patient with others

5. Be honest and sincere about your thoughts and feelings

6. Restrict discussions to relevant topics
Politics:

We're going to be spending the block studying poverty. As we progress, that means we'll be delving increasingly into the role of the state in society and the nature of the international political and economic system. Behaving in such a discussion as if there are neutral positions is pretentious, and I expect it neither of you nor myself. Some of you are conservative, some liberal, some middle-of-the-road, and some not sure. Absolutely nothing is wrong with any of those positions, irrespective of the occasional tongue-in-cheek statement or jibe that pops up in class. The point here is two-fold. First, I don't expect you to agree with me, and wouldn't consider it respectful of me if you did so just to keep me happy (or worse: because you feared it might affect your grade). Second. don't hide your politics in class! Express opinions, take positions, and use evidence to support them. I may challenge you if your positions seem knee-jerk (that is, off-the-cuff, automatic, without having given them much thought), but do not assume I expect you agree with me. The goal of such challenges will be to make your positions stronger, better supported and more cogent.

Grades Breakdown:
Exam 1- 20%

Exam 2- 20%

Class Discussion- 10%

Term Paper and Presentation- 30%

Attendance and Participation- 20%

ACADEMIC HONESTY 


The following section is reprinted from Compass, the Cornell Student Handbook. Please see me if you have any questions.

A student is expected to explicitly acknowledge ideas, claims, observations, or data of others, unless generally known. When a piece of work is submitted for credit, a student is asserting that the submission is her or his work unless there is a citation of a specific source. If there is no appropriate acknowledgement of sources, whether intended or not, this may constitute a violation of the College's requirement for honesty in academic work and may be treated as a case of academic dishonesty. 

Dishonesty in academic work includes both cheating and plagiarism. Please refer to the Cornell Student Handbook for more details or come and talk to me. 

A safe guide is to provide a full citation for every source consulted. Sources may include, but are not limited to, published books, articles, reviews, Internet sites, archival material, visual images, oral presentations, or personal correspondence. In addition, students should always keep previous drafts of their work in order to provide documentation of their original work. Finally, due to disciplinary differences, students should consult their professor, a librarian, and/or the Writing Studio for specific instructions on properly providing citations for sources.
SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
Week 1- April 10-14
Monday, April 10 (AM Class)
Introduction 

Poverty: Natural or Eradicable?

Tuesday, April 11 (PM Class)
The Spatial Distribution of Poverty

Reading Assignment: 

Sachs, Chapters 1, 2
Go to the UN’s page on Least Developed Countries. Click on the links on the left to “Criteria for LDCs and “List of LDCs”. 
Go to the UNDP website. Click on Millennium Development Goals: A Compact Among Nations to End Human Poverty. 

Wednesday, April 12 (PM Class)
Gradations of Poverty

Reading Assignment: World Bank Development Report, Chapter 1 and 2
UNDP Human Development Index FAQ (read just this section: 12 questions and answers).

Thursday, April 13 (PM Class)
Social Barriers, Social Institutions and Poverty

Reading Assignment: 

World Bank Development Report, Chapter 7 
Sachs, Chapter 3
Friday, April 14 (AM Class)
Case Studies

Reading Assignment: 

Sachs, Chapters 5, 6, 7

Week 2- April 17-21
Monday, April 17(AM Class)
Experiential Assignment Due in Class

Tuesday, April 18 (PM Class)

Case Studies Continued  

Reading Assignment: 

Sachs, Chapters 8, 9, 10

Wednesday, April 19 (PM Class)
EXAM 1

Thursday, April 20 (PM Class)
Poverty, Aid and Socio-Economic Development

Reading Assignment: 

World Bank Development Report, Chapters 3, 4

Friday, April 21 (AM Class)
Poverty, Aid and Socio-Economic Development Continued

Reading Assignment: 
World Bank Development Report, Chapters 5, 8

Week 3- April 24-28
Monday, April 24 (AM Class)
Globalization and Poverty
Reading Assignment: 
Brawley, Chapters 1, 2 and 3

Tuesday, April 25(AM Class)
Globalization and Poverty Continued

Reading Assignment: 
Brawley, Chapters 6, 9 and 10

Wednesday, April 26 (PM Class)
Critique of Globalization

Reading Assignment: 

World Bank Development Report, Chapter 10

Thursday, April 27 (AM Class)
The Road Ahead

Reading Assignment: 
Sachs, Chapters 12, 14, 17
Friday, April 28 (AM Class)
EXAM 2

Week 4- May 1-3
Monday, May 1
Class Presentations

Tuesday, May 2

Class Presentations

Wednesday, May 3

Final Paper Due by noon!!

Note: This syllabus is subject to revision in the event of extenuating circumstances





