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Governor Vilsack, Ambassador Ronen Sen, Dr. Gupta (our distinguished World Food Prize Laureate), President Denson, and Representative Dandekar…

It is an honor to be invited to address this distinguished gathering of friends of India. 

There is nothing more difficult than to attempt to put perspective on events of the day because many issues can only be understood clearly, if at all, with the passage of time.  However, if we ask what is new on the Asian landscape over the last several years there is a tendency to emphasize troubling developments: tension over Taiwan, North Korea, and the U.S. trade deficit.  But on the positive side little is more consequential than America’s deepening ties with India.  
The growing warmth between our two countries has its roots in the common values and congruent interests of democratic societies committed to the ideal of liberty, social tolerance, representative government and the fight against terrorism and other transnational threats such as the spread of weapons of mass destruction, illicit narcotics, the scourge of HIV/AIDS, and the emergent prospect of an Avian flu epidemic.
Our deepening government-to-government relationship is complemented by a rich mosaic of expanding people-to-people ties.  In many ways, the more than 2 million Indian Americans in the U.S. have become a living bridge between our two great democracies, bringing together our two peoples, as well as greatly enlarging the United States’ understanding of India and Indian understanding of the United States.

Here I would note that politicians in Washington too frequently assume that relations between countries are principally government-to-government.  Actually, citizen diplomacy generally precedes and increasingly supersedes governmental relations.  It is unelected people of good will, whether they be businessmen and women, artists, scientists or students who are more integral to defining the tone of relations between states than elected officials.  Because America remains an immigrant society, citizens with backgrounds abroad can play a uniquely consequential leadership role when our government addresses foreign policy issues.  Americans of Indian descent, for instance, are setting an example in helping shape U.S. foreign policy as well as lead private entrepreneurial and cultural initiatives.
The United States is rightfully proud of our institutions of higher education of which this community college is a fine example. Despite somewhat counter productive visa policies in place today American colleges and universities remain eager to accept qualified students from abroad.  In this context, it augers well for the trajectory of the American-Indian relationship that the growth of the Indian student population in the U.S. has doubled in the last five years and now totals roughly 80,000 – the largest foreign student group on our shores.
From a Congressional perspective, therefore, it should be underscored that America’s commitment to this increasingly robust and multi-faceted relationship is fully bipartisan.  There is virtually no dissent in Washington from the precept that India and the United States should become natural allies with compelling incentives over time to cooperate closely on a host of regional and global concerns.   
India is not only world’s largest modern democracy, but it is one of the oldest civilizations on the planet with evidence of civil society dating back many millennia before Christ.  
Over the past century, India has also produced some of the greatest leaders in the world.  Mahatma Ghandi and his doctrine of nonviolent civil disobedience, which stands in such contrast to the angry anarchy that hallmarks so much of today’s world, stands out.  So does Jawaharlal Nehru with his social conscience and instinct for independent international leadership.  It is, of course, tragic that in a grim precursor to the violence of our times, the charismatic Rajiv Ghandi was assassinated by a suicide bomber.  However, a subsequent Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, had the courage and fortitude to launch what appears to be a remarkably successful initiative to resolve outstanding Indo-Pakistani issues and advance greater people-to-people ties between two nuclear powers which have profound unresolved differences.  His successor, former Finance Minister Manmohan Singh, has launched wide-ranging economic reforms which have put India on the path to higher economic growth and rising standards of living.
Hence, whether in terms of the longevity of its civilization, its recent political history, its vigorous multi-ethnic democracy and its rising profile on the world stage, America can only tip its hat to an ancient civilization that has become such a fast modernizing society.
In this context, I am frankly disappointed the U.S. has not to date unequivocally endorsed Indian permanent membership in the UN Security Council.  The fact that the issue has been deferred rather than rejected holds out more than a glimmer of hope, but it is intellectually and strategically bankrupt logic to do anything except unrelentingly advocate permanent Indian Security Council membership.  Nevertheless, by any objective measure, US-India relations have never been on more solid footing.   From new agreements on defense cooperation to expanded high technology trade and space cooperation, the relationship is moving forward in an impressive fashion.  

On the economic front, America is India’s largest trading partner and largest foreign investor.  In many ways, however, what is impressive is how marginal, not how significant, is our trade.  Economic and commercial ties between the U.S. and India are at an incipient, not end stage.  To the degree they can be advanced in a balanced, mutually advantageous way may determine whether India’s economic growth will match or exceed China’s. As this audience understands, the “big story” for India has been the revolution in the services sector. India’s increasingly knowledge-based economy has produced the new Silicon Valley adage:  “You can’t be sure your software is cutting edge unless you can smell a little curry.”   
During my visit to New Delhi this January, I was impressed with the competence of India’s armed services – not from a review of its military prowess but from its professional response to a natural disaster, the tsunami in the Indian Ocean. Just as the U.S. Navy was helpful in Aceh, Indonesia, the Indian Navy was quick to assist Sri Lanka. One of my most poignant memories was of a slide shown by the Indian Chief of Naval Operations of an Indian Marine lowering himself from a helicopter over a light tower on a small island north of Indonesia. The tower was 80 feet high but there were no survivors, which means that when the tsunami hit the atoll the waves exceeded 80 feet. The lesson of the year with regard to natural disasters appears to be that small ones can be managed adequately by civilian institutions, but big disasters require the logistic capacities and chain of command of military organizations, at least in initial responses. 

The question was on everybody’s mind in the wake of the tsunami whether long-simmering political differences in Sri Lanka and Indonesia could be dealt with as readily as was evident in the response to this particular natural disaster. Now with the earthquake that has struck such a blow to Pakistan and India a question arises – can a humanitarian response to a natural disaster obviate or lessen the prospect of man-made calamities?

In my visit to India I was also impressed with the potential of increasing value-added production in rural areas and assisting farmers by opening markets and introducing new technologies, biotechnology and commodity futures.  Such market-oriented reforms could help develop what economists label a virtuous economic circle, where rising productivity raises farm incomes and increases demand for other products and services – broadly benefiting all sectors of trade and all elements of society.

American investment in an Indian economy which, like ours, operates under the rubric of an Anglican derived common law, has helped spur Indian resurgence. Analogously, Indian investment in the U.S. has been welcome, and is most helpful to advancing our standard of living. India’s greatest contribution to our economy is, of course, the immigrants to our shores. 

Karl Marx may have been the most mistaken economist in world history, but he was not all wrong to point out the value of manpower, which he called a labor theory of value. What Indian-Americans have contributed to American business, science, and culture is impressive. Two decades ago an Asian visitor to my office, Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew, predicted the relative decline of Japan because it was too homogeneic and the revitalization of America based on immigrants from other countries, particularly Asia. Immigration is always controversial, but Americans should never underestimate that there is a positive as well as an uncomfortable side to social change. 
In this context, let me emphasize the growing role of the U.S.-Indian relationship in science. Expanding Indo-U.S. cooperation on space, information technology and in other technical areas is a critical part of the expanding geopolitical and geoeconomic agenda between our two countries.
However, I would like to raise another challenge for science that has nothing to do with macro-economics. The largest foreign policy issue of our time may not be the issue of war and peace.  It is the problem of disease control.  In Iraq about 2,000 Americans and perhaps as many as 20,000 – 100,000 Iraqis have been killed since the beginning of the conflict in March 2003.  Yet over the last two decades over 20 million people have died of AIDS and at least 40 million are infected with HIV. In Africa, Southeast Asia, and Southern Russia, AIDS has hurdled well beyond the groups considered most vulnerable in the U.S.  In many countries, children are infected through their mothers at birth and in several countries a 15-year-old girl is far more likely to have the disease than a 15-year-old boy.  Citizens of our two great countries as well as individuals around the world simply must expand resources to stop this disease in its tracks before it stops our families at home and abroad.
From a Congressional perspective, HIV/AIDS would appear to be the most serious public health challenge facing India today.  By all accounts, India is at a critical juncture in the epidemic.  With more than 5 million people estimated to be living with HIV/AIDS, India’s HIV/AIDS prevalence is second in the world only to South Africa.   Fortunately, however, the epidemic is at a stage where large scale prevention and other interventions can still contain the virus.  
Here I would simply note that Congress is prepared to work with our Executive Branch, the Government of India and the Indian-American community – whose leadership has been so impressive on this crucial issue – as well as non-governmental organizations like the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Bill Clinton Foundation in doing all we can to help combat the scourge of this extraordinary disease.  

And then there is the imminent challenge of Avian flu. The flu epidemic of 1919 resulted in 20 million deaths world-wide. If the current Avian flu mutates in such a way that human-to-human transfers develop, it could be worse. We have no choice but to devote every conceivable resource to see that it doesn’t. Little could better symbolize the coming together of our two countries for the betterment of the world than for Indian and American scientists to work together to find an effective vaccine for this flu and of course for HIV/AIDS.

In conclusion, let me stress that as symbolized this summer by the visit of Prime Minister Singh, U.S.-Indian relations are being fundamentally transformed in exceptionally positive ways.  Thankfully, the time has long since passed when it could be said that India and America are democracies estranged.  Instead, partly in recognition of the end of the Cold War, partly because of what is sometimes described as the flattening of the world, partly because of India’s embrace of market economics, our two great countries have not only rediscovered each other but developed a remarkable degree of amity and mutual interest.  

It is critical for the sake of our peoples and those of the rest of the world that this relationship deepen and strengthen. 
Thank you. 

***
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