
   

 Trail of Tears 

Written by Khaliph Green ‘12 

The Trail of Tears is a name given to the forced relocation and 

movement of Native American nations from southeastern parts of the 

United States following the Indian Removal Act of 1830. The removal 

included many members of the Cherokee, Muscogee-Creek, Seminole, 

Chickasaw, and Choctaw nations, among others in the United States, 

from their homelands to Indian Territory that are now eastern sections 

of Oklahoma. The phrase originated from a description of the removal 

of the Choctaw Nation in 1831. Many Native Americans suffered from 

exposure, disease and starvation en route to their destinations. Many died, including 4,000 of the 15,000 relocated 

Cherokee. 

 In 1831, the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Muscogee-Creek, and Seminole, which are referred to as the Five 

Civilized Tribes, were living as autonomous nations in what we called the American Deep South. The process of cultural 

transformation, proposed by George Washington and Henry Knox, was gaining momentum, especially among the 

Cherokee and Choctaw. Andrew Jackson continued and renewed the political and military effort for the removal of the 

Native Americans from these lands with the passage of the Indian Removal Act of 1830. 

 The Choctaw were the first to be removed in 1831, and they became the model for all other removals. After 

the Choctaw, the Seminole were removed in 1832, the Creek in 1834, then the Chickasaw in 1837, and finally the 

Cherokee in 1838. After removal, some Native Americans remained in their homelands - the Choctaw are found in 

Mississippi, the Seminole in Florida, the Creek in Alabama, and the Cherokee in 

North Carolina. A limited number of non-native Americans, including African-

Americans - usually as slaves, also accompanied the Native American nations on 

the trek westward. By 1837, 46,000 Native Americans from these southeastern 

states had been removed from their homelands thereby opening 25 million acres 

for predominantly white settlement. 

 The fixed boundaries of these tribal nations, comprising large areas of the 

United States, were subject to continual cession and annexation prior to 1830, in 

part due to pressure from squatters (those who settled on land under government 

regulation) and the threat of military force in the newly declared U.S. territories. 

As these territories became U.S. states, state governments sought to dissolve the 

boundaries of the Indian nations within their borders, which were independent of  
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Three Women honored with Nobel Peace Prize  

Written by: Diego Verdugo ‘12 

 The 2011 Nobel Peace Prize was recently awarded to three 

women from Africa and the Arab world in acknowledgment of their 

nonviolent role in promoting peace, democracy and gender equality. 

The winners were President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia (the first 

woman to be elected president in modern Africa), peace activist 

Leymah Gbowee, and Tawakkol Karman (the youngest Nobel Peace 

Laureate to date) of Yemen, a pro-democracy campaigner.  The 

women made history by becoming the first women to obtain such a 

prestigious award.  Most of the recipients in the award’s 110-year 

history have been men, and the decision seemed designed to give 

impetus to the fight for women’s rights around the world.  

 In Yemen, Ms. Karman has been widely known as a spoken opponent of the pro-American regime of Mr. Saleh since 

2007, leading a human rights advocacy group called Women Journalists Without Chains, which was established in 2005 with 

seven other females. Leymah Gbowee, was cited by the Nobel committee for uniting Christian and Muslim women against 

her country’s warlords. As head of the Women for Peace movement, she was praised for mobilizing women “across ethnic 

and religious dividing lines to bring an end to the long war” that had raged for years in Liberia until its end in 2003 and for 

ensuring “women’s participation in elections.” Her organization was founded in 2002 when Ms. Gbowee rallied women to 

sing and pray to protest fighting in a fish market.  

 Ms.Ellen Johnson Sirleaf became Liberian president in 2006, after serving as Assistant United Nations Secretary 

General and as a vice president at Citibank. Nicknamed the "Iron Lady" by her supporters, she has pledged to rebuild the 

West African nation in 2003 after a long period of civil war had ended. 

 More than 250 people were nominated for the prize this year, and there had been speculation that the committee 

would reward bloggers or other activists from the Middle East who used social networking sites and other Internet 

platforms as they challenged entrenched dictatorships, particularly in Tunisia and Egypt.  

 The Nobel Peace Prize 2011 press release from the Official Web Site of the Nobel Prize mentioned “It is the 

Norwegian Nobel Committee’s hope that the prize to Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Leymah Gbowee and Tawakkul Karman will help 

to bring an end to the suppression of women that still occurs in many countries, and to realise the great potential for 

democracy and peace that women can represent”.  

Left, Leymah Gbowee; center: Ellen Johnson 

Sirleaf, the Liberian president; right: Tawakkol 

Karman in Sana, Yemen. 

Trail of Tears continues 
state jurisdiction, and to confiscate the land therein. These pressures were 

magnified by U.S. population growth and the expansion of slavery in the South. 

 The impact to the Indian civilization was devastating. Hundreds of 

Native Americans died during their trip west, and thousands more perished 

from the consequences of relocation. In remembrance of this tragic chapter in 

American and Cherokee history, The Trail of Tears National Historic Trail was 

created and designated to preserve the story, the routes, and support the 

associated sites that commemorate the Native American forced migration. 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/j/ellen_johnson_sirleaf/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/liberia/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/11/12/international/africa/12liberia.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=ellen%20johnson&st=cse
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/11/12/international/africa/12liberia.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=ellen%20johnson&st=cse
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/yemen/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
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Iowa Department of Human Rights 
Written by Janae Nelson ‘13 

 The Iowa Department of Human Rights (DHR) is a state agency with “a mission to ensure 

basic rights, freedoms and opportunities for all by empowering underrepresented Iowans and 

eliminating economic social, and cultural barriers” The agency was originally constructed in 1987 and was 

reorganized in 2010 where several divisions are under DHR’s umbrella. 

 Under the department reorganization, you will find support for women, persons with disabilities, persons of 

color, and juvenile delinquents. There are also Divisions of Community Action Agencies and Community Advocacy 

and Services.  

 The department offers educational programs to educate the state of Iowa on the barriers that these 

underrepresented groups might face. In addition, they work to break down these barriers by providing federal aid to 

families in need, advocacy for marginalized groups, and research studies on juvenile delinquents. You can find 

anything from where to find an attorney to a list of free clinics to steps on how to file a discrimination complaint. 

 They provide a “May I help you” form that allows individuals or groups in need of any kind of assistance.  

Seven different offices specialize in helping particular groups. For more information please visit http://

www.humanrights.iowa.gov/index.html 

Faculty Profile 
Name:  Marcela Ochoa-

Shivapour 

Department & Location: 

Spanish, College Hall, 3rd floor 

Major: Peninsular and Latin 

American Culture and 

Literature 

Hobbies/Interest: Reading, movies, music and travelling 

Future Aspirations: To teach without textbooks and to 

create my own text. 

What you like about Cornell? The close relationships you 

build with your students 

What is your favorite memory at Cornell so far?  I think it 

is not one memory.  It is recurrent: the mail you get from 

current or graduate students about a new movie that I 

might use in class, or this other song they found that I 

could use in this other class (or just enjoy myself!) 

What is rewarding about your position? Being able to 

create, be adventurous, and learn from my students 

Advice to Cornell Students: Because I teach tons of 

culture courses, I always tell my students: open your eyes, 

but most important: open your hearts when you come to 

class.  

Student Profile 
Name: Jose Martinez  

Hometown: Hood River, OR  

Major: Chemistry/Chemical 

Engineer  

Graduation Year: 2013  

Hobbies/Interest: Chess, Chemistry, Halo 3 and 

swimming.  

What do you like about Cornell?  The close knit 

community that the students have with each other as 

well as with the faculty.  

Activities: President of the Chemistry Club, Career 

Engagement Office Manager and the Chemistry 

Department Tutor.  

Future Plans: Graduate from Cornell with my Bachelor 

of Arts in Chemistry and proceed to graduate school at 

the University of Illinois of Urbana-Champaign to obtain 

my PhD. in Chemistry with an emphasis in Organic 

Chemistry.  

What does ICL mean to you? ICL is a great department 

that is able to bring cultures from around the world to 

our doorstep without having to leave the campus. 

 

http://www.humanrights.iowa.gov/index.html
http://www.humanrights.iowa.gov/index.html
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Alliance 
Written by: Diego Verdugo ‘12 

Alliance “…is dedicated to education, service and 

activism within and in support of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 

Transgender, Queer, Questioning, Asexual, Allied, Intersex, 

Interspiritual, Pansexual, and Polyamorous (GLBTQQAAIIPP) 

community…”.   

 The group provides support for the GLBTQQAAIIPP 

community on campus and in bordering communities as 

well as education to the Cornell community at large via 

workshops, music performances, discussions, dances, 

documentaries and other events.  Alliance puts emphasis on 

advocating for and working within the demands of the 

community they serve. 

 Since last year, Alliance has gone through significant positive changes.  One of these changes is a substantial 

increase in membership.  According to two executive board members, the group went from having only the exec board as 

actual members to having more than 10 additional general members.  In addition, the group has made a successful 

transition from being solely a support group to becoming a well-structured, active, and more resourceful student 

organization on Cornell’s campus. 

 During this semester, the organization has had great programs for the Cornell community.  For instance, the 

group joined an annual nationwide, suicide-prevention awareness initiative that combats hateful rhetoric toward the 

LGBTQ community through positive chalk messages.   Such initiative was founded in 2005 and went national in 2009 

(http://chalkmessages.org/).  Many students joined Alliance in this effort, leaving their positive messages all over campus 

and making the program a great success.  Such success was recognized with the college’s National Residence Hall 

Honorary (NRHH) Award for that month. 

 Regarding upcoming programming by Alliance, the group is planning to show the movie Transamerica on the 

Orange Carpet December 9th at 7:00 pm.  Transamerica is a 2005 independent comedy-drama film that tells the story of 

Bree, a transsexual woman (Felicity Huffman), who goes on a road trip with her long-lost son Toby (Kevin Zegers).  The 

film is marked by an Academy Award-nominated and Golden Globe-winning performance by Huffman, who is also known 

for her performance in Desperate Housewives.  One of the major themes of the film is the personal journey toward self-

discovery, according to interviews with the director and actors.  Alliance encourages everyone to attend the showcase 

and join them in supporting the LGBTQ community. 

 If you are interested in learning more about Alliance and the things they are doing to raise LGBTQ awareness on 

campus you can contact Miguel Ascencio’14 at MAsencio14@cornellcollege.edu or Manuel Flores ’13 at 

MFlores13@cornellcollege.edu.  Alliance meets the first and third Thursdays of the block at 7:00 pm in different meeting 

rooms within the commons.      

http://chalkmessages.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comedy-drama_film
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transsexual
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Felicity_Huffman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Road_trip
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kevin_Zegers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Award
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Globe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desperate_Housewives
mailto:MAsencio14@cornellcollege.edu
mailto:MFlores13@cornellcollege.edu
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Dear Cultural Connection 

 My name is Taylor Tvede and I am double majoring in 

Environmental Studies and Biology. I am currently a junior that is 

participating in two off campus studies this year. The first, 

occurring in November was a trip to Costa Rica to study 

conservation biology (the second is a trip to the Bahamas in 

February). I loved my experience. Not only was it a blast, but I 

was also able to experience a different culture, practice my 

terrible Spanish, and learn a great amount through hard work 

and long hours. This class was a great elective for both Biology 

and Environmental Studies students. In addition, a psychology 

class travelled with the biology class around the country. I 

thought the psychology class was super helpful when it came to understanding the differences between conservation 

departments. As a biology student, I was immersed in the actual data collection and ecological effects of conservation, but 

I also found it interesting to learn the attitudinal and behavioral effects of conservation as well, and I mostly learned these 

from talking with the psychology students. I felt like combining the classes allowed for the biology students to understand 

more than just one aspect of conservation. 

 I learned so much just from just being able to experience biodiversity directly and seeing the effects of certain 

conservation actions rather than reading about them in a book or looking at pictures and graphs of deforestation. There’s 

a difference between seeing a picture of a monkey and seeing a monkey ten feet from your face in the wild. It changes the 

way you think about the class; gives you a different perspective. Little instances like this inspired me to learn as much as I 

could because (as it turns out) wildlife and animals in general is something I am rather passionate about, and protecting 

them and their environment seems like something I could see myself doing in the future.  

 The things that stand out most to me from my learning experience are as follows: 1) Conservation is different 

everywhere you go and there is not one specific correct way to do conservation. The world is a unique place, as are the 

animals that live in it, so each conservation strategy is unique as well. Not only does conservation conform to the needs of 

the animals, but it has to try to conform to the needs of the people in the area. I was surprised to learn that conservation 

is a much more complex process than I originally thought. People’s attitudes, economics, and politics also play huge roles 

in conservation, and it’s difficult to please all of the factors. 2) I learned more about sea turtles than I ever knew, which 

was fantastic. It was awesome to talk to people who worked with the turtles directly and hear their opinions and ideas 

rather than just read about research in a scientific paper. 3) I really learned to think of the whole picture of conservation. I 

found myself thinking about possible ways to test a bunch of theories that I came up with from reading the articles and 

talking to biologists. I guess you could say that this class really sparked my interest and I want to know more. I’m excited 

to read more scientific articles about the results of studies that are currently being done in turtle conservation because I 

will be able to develop my own theories and/or methods to test those theories.  

 Overall, I feel like I learned more from this course than most of my other courses at Cornell, and I don’t know if 

this is due to the fact that I was insanely interested in the class topic, had no technology to distract me, or that I couldn’t 

get away from it (though it was probably a combination of all three). Not only will I remember what I learned thanks to 

stories and fun experiences, but when I share these stories and experiences I can educate others as well. 

 

Dear Cultural Connection 
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Heather Roberts, !ǎǎǘΦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
ƘǊƻōŜǊǘǎϪŎƻǊƴŜƭƭŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦŜŘǳ  

Office of Intercultural Life 
600 First Street SW 

Mount Vernon, IA 52314 
319.895.4484 ph   
319.895.5951 fax 

www.cornellcollege.edu/intercultural-life 

Ken Morris, Jr., 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
ƪƳƻǊǊƛǎϪŎƻǊƴŜƭƭŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦŜŘǳ 


