Welcome to the Family!

The Office of Intercultural Life held its annual picnic supper for new and returning international students and their host families at Hillcrest Country Club on Monday, August 27.  Ken and Crystal are pictured with some of the guests who enjoyed a traditional Iowa supper of burgers, hot dogs, fresh salad, corn on the cob and apple pie with ice cream.
Eleven new students representing six different countries will join the twenty-five returning students:
· Kobina Essandoh (Ghana)

· Bryan Henderson (Northern Ireland)

· Ji Eun Jung (Korea)

· Sungeun “Tim” Kim (Korea)

· Seong Yeon Lee (Korea)

· Yongik Lee (Korea)

· Aye Mon (Myanmar)

· Nischal Neupane (Nepal)

· Rebekah Paul (India)

· Emerald Phyu (Myanmar)

· Bikesh Shrestha (Nepal)

In addition to the dinner, the Office also provided a day-long orientation for new students on Tuesday, August 28.
[image: image1.wmf]New and returning students pose for a “family photo.”
Alumni Profile
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What Ever Happened to . . . Alice Juarez?
Graduated:  2004
Major: Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
Hometown: St. Louis
Current address: Guadalajara, Jalisco
Career Update: “I’m still working on getting a career; either in medicine or logistics.  Complete opposites, I know.  I like both, what can I say?” 
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Fond memories of Cornell:  “All in all, I miss the people there.  For being a small college in the middle of cornfields, it has a lot of diversity.  People are always asking me how I survived Iowa for four years.  I always say, how have you survived that same town you have lived in your whole life?  At Cornell we are such a mixture of people that it didn’t even feel like I was in a small town.  Oh yeah, and can I have my block breaks back?  And my three months of summer, too?  I miss my small classes along with the professors, and let’s not forget the staff as well – other places just don’t have that.  I miss Cornell College and I miss my girlfriends.  I can’t seem to find any true friends like that anywhere else.”
¿ Tienes Hambre?  Save the date!

Hispanic Heritage Month Potluck Supper
Monday, October 8 at 5:30 p.m. in Stoner House
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Everyone welcome!  Just bring your favorite south-of-the-border food and join the fun!
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“A Little Salsa on the Prairie”

The Changing Character of Perry, Iowa

Tuesday, September 18
6:30 p.m. The Ratt

Producer Kent Norman and writer Jody Swilky will introduce and discuss the 55-minute film that chronicles the rapid ethnic diversification of Perry, Iowa that began in the early 1990’s when the complexion of a once predominantly white community shifted dramatically following the arrival of a large population of Latinos to work at the local meat packing plant.

Sponsored by Intercultural Life, Spanish Department, Organization for Latino Awareness
Student Spotlight
[image: image7.wmf]Name:  Nikki Wanty
Hometown:  Rhinelander, WI
Major:  Sociology/Anthropology, Biology; minor German
Year:  Senior

Hobbies/interests:  Cooking, gardening, volunteering, reading, board games.
What she likes about Cornell:  “I love the freedom of the block plan which allows you to pursue intellectual interests in a variety of fields and also the number of groups and organizations that you can become involved in – not just as one more member, but as someone who makes a difference in every activity.”
Future plans:  Graduate school in Applied Anthropology, specifically cultural resource management, environment, and ecology.
Introducing the Cornell World Cup Soccer Team
[image: image8.jpg]



Despite its relatively small size, the Cornell College men’s soccer team boasts a world-class roster of players.  The 20-man lineup includes a number of talented Midwesterners with a couple of local players from Columbus Junction and Cedar Rapids.  But close inspection of the players’ hometowns and high schools reads more like a World Cup program than that of a Division III college: Sungeun “Tim” Kim (Korea); Julius Marapachi (Tanzania); Chris Ndjungu (Congo); Emmanuel Koli (Ghana); Atanas “Nasko” Siakolov (Bulgaria); Bryan Henderson (Northern Ireland); Sai Htet (Myanmar); and Kobina Essandoh (Ghana).
Head Coach Dan Cotterill has had some experience working with players from other countries while coaching in Chicago and says of his eclectic team “I don’t think it’s unusual.  Cornell has a very diverse student base and as soccer is a worldwide sport, most of the international students have played from when they were very young.”  He admits the sport is played differently outside the U.S. but says “I like to encourage their flair.  We have very talented international players and it’s a joy to watch their skill and trick footwork in a game and in practice.”


For sports fans who want a new experience or for those who simply enjoy watching a great soccer team, the Rams play at home on September 20 and 22; October13, 14, 17 and 27. 
What’s Up??

September 13:  Student Involvement Fair 4:00 p.m. (OC)
September 14:  Council on Multiculturalism 11:45 a.m. Harlan DR

September 16:  Coe/Cornell Pinicon Ridge Picnic 2:00 – 7:00 p.m.

September 18:  Film “A Little Salsa on the Prairie” 6:30 p.m. Ratt

September 18: ACM Urban Studies Info Session 6:30 p.m. Athens Room

October 5:  Student Leaders meeting 11:30 a.m. Magee DR
October 8:  Hispanic Potluck Supper 5:30 p.m. Stoner House

October 12: Council on Multiculturalism 11:45 a.m. Harlan DR

October 12:  Alumni Social 5:00 p.m. BACO House

October 13:  HOMECOMING
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Hispanic Heritage Month: Iowa Facts

· West Liberty is the only school district in Iowa to offer a full Dual Language Program in grades K – 7
· Latinos make up 3.8% of Iowa’s population

· As of 2005, there were 23,174 Latino families in Iowa

· There are 90,343 Iowa residents over age 5 who speak Spanish

· Latino enrollment in Iowa schools increased by 87.9% between 1999 and 2006

· Latino-owned firms increased by 87.5% between 1997 and 2002; 1,536 businesses/firms are owned by Latinos

· Des Moines has the highest population of Latinos in Iowa (18,952) while Conesville has the highest percentage (59%)

· [image: image10.wmf]The five cities with the highest population of Latinos are Des Moines, Sioux City, Davenport, Marshalltown and Muscatine

· The Latino population in Wapello increased by 231.9% between 2000 and 2006

·  Many Iowa towns or counties owe their names to the influence of its earliest settlers: Cordova, Montezuma, Paralta, Buena Vista, Cerro Gordo, Durango, Nevada, Palo and Madrid.
[image: image11.jpg]



Cultural Connection is a monthly newsletter focusing on students, programs and services supported by the Office of Intercultural Life.

Questions, comments or guest columns may be submitted to Box 2604.

You may also contact the office if you wish to be added or dropped from the mailing list.

Cultural[image: image2.wmf]Connection

September 2007
Intercultural Life Offers a Home Away From Home
As another school year begins, the Cornell campus has lost its sleepy summer look and the classrooms, cafeteria and ped mall are once again filled with the extraordinary students who make this college unique.  Returning students eagerly seek out old friends while new students begin to choose the people and explore the programs that interest them.

The Office of Intercultural Life welcomes all these students with an invitation to visit Stoner House.  ICL supports many student organizations/programs, provides services for international students, and offers diversity education for the entire campus community.  The roster of student groups is as diverse as our student population: there is truly something for everyone.  The ICL website is a great resource to learn more about the staff, the programs, and the many opportunities offered each block:  http://www.cornellcollege.edu/intercultural_life/ 
Stoner House is available to all students as a casual and friendly place to relax, study, gather with friends or hold events.  The second floor features a classroom, a computer room, a fully-equipped kitchen and a TV with VCR.  The first floor has a home-like, family room with another TV and comfortable seating.
Old friends and new are warmly invited to visit Stoner House.  The ICL staff strives to create an atmosphere that is inclusive and comfortable so they can truly say “welcome home.”
Members of the PALS Program got together at Stoner House for a tailgate party prior to the Cornell football game on September 8.






