Picture Yourself Here!

Join the ICL Team for 2008-09
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Crystal and Ken with members of the ICL family
Returning students who are seeking work study positions for the coming academic year are invited to submit an application to the Office of Intercultural Life.  In anticipation of a highly-qualified pool of candidates this year, we have revised the position description to find only the most dedicated, creative, responsible, engaged students on campus. ICL Program Assistants are accorded the same responsibilities, training, and expectations as our professional staff; we truly work as a team.  Most of our student staff begin their careers during their sophomore year and stay with us until they graduate.  If you are interested in working with people who are committed to diversity education and opportunities, please call x4484 or contact cclark@cornellcollege.edu to request a job description or an application.  Interviews will be held in March.
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Show Somebunny You Care:
OLA Fundraiser
The Organization for Latino Awareness will be selling goodie-filled Easter eggs just the right size for student mailboxes and just the right price for student wallets!  Stop by the OC in March to pick up a treat for yourself or a little gift for that special somebunny in YOUR life!  
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What Ever Happened to . . . Paula Johnston?
Exchange student: 1999-2000
Major: Business
Hometown: Belfast, N. Ireland
Current address: Belfast
Career update: After graduating from Belfast Metropolitan College with a major in Photomedia and Design Communication I worked in a production company as a video editor.  I am presently employed at my old college, Belfast Met, working as Video Production Officer.
Fond memories of Cornell: Oh my goodness, it’s a bit of a haze!  I loved Christmas at Cornell, the snow, the deer footprints, sliding down the hill, the fact that everybody made the Irish students feel so welcome immediately, block breaks and road trips to Chicago or Atlanta.  Most of all, fond memories are linked to the people I met at Cornell – students, staff and the town of Mt. Vernon.
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Eyes of the World Tea Ceremony
EOTW will be hosting their annual Tea Ceremony on Thursday, March 13 at 5:30 p.m. on the Orange Carpet.  The custom of preparing, serving, and drinking tea is shared by people from around the world.  You are invited to stop by and enjoy tea and traditions with your friends from EOTW.  Since we are celebrating St. Patrick’s Day in March, you might be interested to know that Ireland is the largest tea consuming country per capita in the world!  Tea was first imported to Ireland around 1835 but was generally only available to the well-to-do.  But once the drink became more popular, people in rural areas began to enjoy it, too.  Townspeople exchanged local butter and eggs for their tea, which was sold in its loose form rather than in packets or bags.  Irish Breakfast tea is well-known for its hearty flavor.
Student Spotlight
Name: Bryan Henderson                        
Hometown: Coleraine, N. Ireland
Year: BEI Exchange student
Major: ECB                                                     
Hobbies/interests: Soccer, tennis, badminton, U.S. history (he is currently reading 1776 by David McCullough) and theater (he has seen Cats and hopes to see Wicked).

What he likes about Cornell: The small classes allow in-depth discussions while the people on campus are really nice and helpful.  The scenery is great but the amount of snow and the number of squirrels is unusual. 
Future plans: Bryan hopes to visit San Francisco, Washington, D.C., Boston, Chicago and Florida.  Afterwards, he will return home to finish his final year of college and hopes to find a summer job.  There is also the possibility of getting a degree in Finance and Banking and searching for a job either at home or here in the U.S.
Student Spotlight
[image: image9.wmf]Name: Peter McIlvenny                              
Hometown: Belfast, N. Ireland
Year: BEI Exchange student

Major: Law                                                      
Hobbies/interests: Soccer, movies, (Pulp Fiction is the greatest movie ever!), socializing, reading (favorite books include Muhammad Ali’s His Life and Times), and skiing.
What he likes about Cornell: The faculty is fantastic and there are plenty of opportunities to establish good student/faculty relationships.  The camaraderie is a result of this small atmosphere.  The campus scenery is beautiful; however, the four months of snow is outrageous.  The heaviest snowfall in Ireland was this past Christmas with a total of two inches!
Future plans: Peter hopes to finish his law degree and then take a year off to travel to different countries in Asia, Africa and Australia.  He is also considering a law career in the U.S.
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 Barbara Martinez Jitner
Feminist Symposium Keynote Speaker

Saturday, March 15, 2008

Ms. Martinez Jitner may be best-known for her film Bordertown, which dramatizes her experiences when she posed as a factory worker on the U.S./Mexican border to research the poverty and abuse that led to the murder of hundreds of women.  Her documentary La Frontera was the inspiration for Bordertown, starring Jennifer Lopez.  Martinez Jitner is an award-winning director, nominated for both a Golden Globe and an Emmy.  She was raised by her grandmother, a Mexican immigrant.
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Yvonne Bynoe

“Empowering Women in Hip Hop”

Wednesday, March 19, 2008

6:00 p.m. Hedges Conference Room
Yvonne Bynoe is a Senior Fellow at the Future Focus 2020 Center at Wake Forest University.  She is an author and lecturer who focuses on the issues of politics, culture and economics in American society.  Bynoe is a co-founder and former president of the Urban Think Tank Institute which was created to educate young adults about policy issues and to develop leadership.  She is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, the oldest black service organization for women in the U.S.  Ms. Bynoe holds a BA from Howard University and a Juris Doctorate from Fordham School of Law.
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What’s Up??

March 3-7: S4S Film Festival (see master calendar)

March 6: Student Leaders meeting 11:30 a.m. Magee

March 13: EOTW Tea Ceremony 5:30 p.m. OC
March 14: Council on Multiculturalism 11:45 a.m. Harlan DR

March 15: Feminist Symposium (Commons)

March 19: Speaker: Yvonne Bynoe 6:00 p.m. Hedges

March 21: Hillel Shabbat/Purim Dinner 6:00 p.m. Stoner House

March 24-25: Stoner House Study Table 8:00 p.m.

Irish superstitions and traditions:
· It’s bad luck to put shoes on a table or a chair, place a bed facing the door, bring lilacs into the house, cut your fingernails on Sunday, or give a knife as a gift.
· A stocking filled with hot potatoes and applied to the throat cures tonsillitis.  You can also cure warts by rubbing them with a fresh-cut potato, then burying the potato in the garden.
· Coins dropped overboard on a boat will cause a storm.
· Good Friday is the lucky day to plant potatoes.
· On Saturdays it is unlucky to move to a new house, get married, begin a new project or take an overnight trip.
· Crossed knives on the countertop will cause an argument.
· It is actually bad luck to wear green except for a bit of shamrock or ribbon on St. Patrick’s Day.
· Spilled salt should be thrown over the right shoulder.
· It is unlucky to knit at night unless the sheep are asleep.
· A child born before noon cannot not see spirits but a child born at night will have this gift.
· Never build an addition to your home onto the rear of the house – especially if it faces west.
· Shaving on Sunday encourages toothaches.
· Water in which your feet were washed should never be thrown out at night.
· Never admire a cute baby or a piece of jewelry – it’ll just tempt the fates or “bring down the evil eye.”
Cultural Connection is a monthly newsletter focusing on students, programs and services supported by the Office of Intercultural Life.

Questions, comments or guest columns may be submitted to Box 2604.

You may also contact the office if you wish to be added or dropped from the mailing list.
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March 2008
Women Making History at Cornell
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The month of March promises to be a celebration of women and their accomplishments across campus and around the world.  Sen. Hillary Clinton personifies the hopes and aspirations of women in the U.S. as she attempts to join other women presidents and leaders.  Closer to home, Karla Carney-Hall and Brenda Tooley represent women at the highest administrative level of the college and Fr. Catherine Quehl-Engel is our college chaplain.  We don’t have to look very far to find everyday heroines. 
March 20 marks the observation of Purim on the Jewish calendar and celebrates the bravery of Esther.  Haman, the evil advisor to the King of Persia, plotted to exterminate all the Jews.  Risking her own life, Esther approached the king with an eloquent plea on behalf of her people.  The Jews were spared and Haman went to the gallows instead.

The Office of Intercultural Life will be co-sponsoring two important speakers this month.  The keynote lecturer for the Feminist Symposium on March 15 is Barbara Martinez Jitner, an Emmy-nominated producer whose work focuses on immigrants and border issues.  Her film Bordertown is based on her research of the Mexican town of Juarez which is notorious for the murders of over 400 women. 
On March 19 Yvonne Bynoe, a co-founder of the Urban Think Tank Institute, will discuss the exploitative nature of contemporary rap music and its relationship to the broader popular culture.  Her lectures and written work explain how women can cultivate a positive movement within Hip Hop.
During the week of March 3 – 7 Sister 4 Sister will be sponsoring a series of films dedicated to women’s history and issues.  A complete list of films and viewing times will be posted on the Cornell Master Calendar and announced in Today at Cornell.

