ASB in the Big Apple!
[image: image1.wmf]The Civic Engagement Office has announced that this year’s Alternative Spring Break destination is New York City!  The trip is open to 15 students who will depart on March 29 and return April 6.  This service and learning opportunity will allow students to volunteer in homeless shelters and soup kitchens in the city.  Each student will be responsible for $90 of the cost and expected to participate in fundraising projects prior to the trip.  The schedule will allow plenty of free time to explore NYC and soak up a one-of-a-kind cultural experience!  Information and application materials are available at the CEO or by contacting Amanda Pearcy.  Here are some important dates:

· January 18: Participant Information forms due
· January 21: Group will be decided

· January 28: Deposit due

Students selected for the trip are expected to participate in some team-building activities/meetings, keep a daily journal, and share a presentation about their experiences upon returning to campus.
Everybody Study!
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The Office of Intercultural Life cordially invites you to study at Stoner House each Monday and Tuesday evening of finals week.  Our student staff will be on hand to welcome you to our house – a nice change from your residence hall room or the library.  And why would you want to walk aaalllll the way to Stoner House?  We have two TVs, comfortable couches and chairs, a CD player, two computers, FREE snacks and beverages and a full kitchen for popping up some corn, fixing a hot cup of tea, or sliding a pizza in the oven.  Study tables begin at 8:00 p.m. and are open to everyone on campus.  Questions may be directed to:
· January:
Monique Portwood

· February:
Claudia Pineda
· March:
Josh Youngblood

· April:
Oscar Rojas

· May:
Stephanie Lampkin

Alumni Profile

What Ever Happened to . . . Kim Cubbage?
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Graduated: 1997
Major: Psychology
Hometown: Savannah, GA
Current address: Colbert, GA
Career update: I am currently a stay-at-home mother of two.  (I’m Kimberly Nash now.)  My son Kyle is two and my daughter Lauren was born on August 23, 2007.  Prior to that I worked for the Georgia Dept. of Labor for 6 years. 
Fond memories of Cornell: My fondest memories of Cornell are of spending time with friends and broadening my mind with new experiences.
BACO Brings it On!

[image: image6.wmf]The Black Awareness Cultural Organization will be sponsoring several events to celebrate MLK Week; in addition, they are hard at work on activities for Black History Month.  On Monday, January 21 the Cornell community is invited to the OC at 11:30 a.m. for a reading of the “I Have a Dream” speech from the March on Washington in 1963.  The traditional candlelight vigil will depart from the Commons lobby at 5:30 p.m. followed by Scramble dinner in Harlan Dining Room at 6:00.  The guest speaker, Dan Johnson, is a counselor at Dubuque Senior High School and will be “Reflecting on the Dream.” BACO is seeking interested students to participate in their February programs which may include viewing the “Roots” miniseries, a step competition with Coe at the basketball game February 16, a theater production and step performance from the University of Iowa, a show by former Cornellian Chris Love-Jordan and a musical salute on the OC called “Evolution” which traces the roots of music from ancient Africa to the present.  If you are interested in sharing your talents, contact Nakyda Dean.
Student Spotlight
[image: image7.wmf]Name: Tricia Williams
Hometown: Dousman, WI
Major: Psychology, Sociology, Anthropology
Year: Senior

Hobbies/interests: Traveling, reading, hockey games
What she likes about Cornell: I enjoy the fact that Cornell has so many great faculty members always willing to get to know you as a person.

Future plans: I plan to get my master’s in social work and a Ph.D. in social inequalities and work in the human services field with persons with disabilities.
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Student Spotlight
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Name: Laconnie O’Williams-Adkins
Hometown: Chicago, IL

Major: Politics and Sociology (Law and International Relations)

Year: Senior

Hobbies/interests: Reading, writing, singing, dancing, studying culture and having fun with my friends.

What she likes about Cornell: OCAAT allows me to devote all my focus to one subject; and how can I forget – the friends that have made my college career!

Future plans: I want to become the U.S. Ambassador to France but for now I’ll settle for being a corporate lawyer.
Wanted:
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American students who would like to live with an international roommate during the 08-09 academic year should direct their inquiries to the Office of Intercultural Life.  Each year Cornell welcomes 12 – 15 new international students to campus; most are degree-seeking students who are enrolled four years and a few are participating in one-year exchange programs.  Coming to the U.S. for a college education is very exciting and a little scary – some students have never traveled outside their own countries.  A friendly, welcoming roommate can go a long way in helping them become accustomed to campus life.  American roommates are required to attend a brief information and Q and A session in the spring.  Once the college has a list of deposited students you will be matched with a roommate so you can correspond over the summer.  We currently have 35 students from 22 countries at Cornell.
…And Speaking of Rooms…

 Change is in the air for next fall!  Pfeiffer renovation will begin this summer, making this historic residence hall a showpiece on campus.  With this in mind, room selection will be somewhat different this year.  In a recent letter from Karla Carney-Hall, the selection process and renovation schedule were outlined for returning students.  Some highlights:
· Room selection and off-campus lottery eligibility will be based on semesters lived on campus rather than academic credits earned.

· Pfeiffer will be renovated from June 1 – December 15 so the building will be closed fall semester.  Returning students will be housed in Rood House, 8th Avenue, and other college-owned houses.  In addition, a greater number of seniors will be permitted to live off campus.  New student spaces in Pfeiffer will be moved to Olin and/or Bowman Carter for the year.  Students in temporary housing will move to Pfeiffer before the start of Term 5.

Questions about the new room selection system and temporary housing should be directed to Chris Wiltgen or Karla Carney-Hall.
What’s Up??

January 21: MLK Day: “Sharing Our Dreams” 11:30 a.m. OC

   Candlelight Vigil 5:30 p.m. Commons lobby


   Dinner and discussion 6:00 p.m. Harlan DR

January 22: “Ask Dr. Know-It-All” 6:00 p.m. Shaw Lounge
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January 23: “Boondocks” Discussion 6:00 p.m. Berlin Room
January 25: Hillel Shabbat Dinner 6:00 p.m. Stoner House

January 28: Stoner House Study Table 8:00 p.m.

January 29: Stoner House Study Table 8:00 p.m.

February 8: Student Leaders meeting 11:30 a.m. Magee DR

February 9: Chinese/Korean New Year Party 4:30 p.m. Stoner House
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Facts about MLK we bet you didn’t know!

· King was born “Michael King, Jr.” on January 15, 1929; five years later his father changed both their names to Martin Luther.
· King skipped the 9th and 12th grades and entered college at 15.
· King originally planned to become a doctor but majored in sociology at Morehouse College.
· In 1964 King was the youngest man to receive the Nobel Prize.
· King received over 21 honorary degrees.
· He went by the nickname “M.L.”
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He was an accomplished dancer.
· King was instrumental in passing the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
· King was the author of six books.
· King’s non-violent doctrine was strongly influenced by Gandhi.
· King’s assassin (James Earl Ray) was sentenced to 99 years in jail and died in 1998. 
Cultural Connection is a monthly newsletter focusing on students, programs and services supported by the Office of Intercultural Life.

Questions, comments or guest columns may be submitted to Box 2604.

You may also contact the office if you wish to be added or dropped from the mailing list.
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January 2008
From the Mountaintop to the Hilltop: Let Freedom Ring
I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation.  But there is something that I must say to my people who stand on the warm threshold which leads into the palace of justice.  In the process of gaining our rightful place we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds.  Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred.  I say to you today, my friends, that in spite of the difficulties and frustrations of the moment, I still have a dream.  I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal.”   I have a dream that my four children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the contents of their character.  So let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire.  Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York.  Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania!  Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi.  From every mountainside, let freedom ring.  When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing “Free at last!  Free at last!  Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!”
Excerpted from the Address at the March on Washington, August 28, 1963, Washington, D.C.

