Holiday Traditions and Celebrations
Las Posadas
By Yeison Lara Fonseca
[image: image1.wmf]In Mexico and some Central American countries, Christmas is an important holiday season with strong traditions.  One of the most colorful is the posada, celebrated every evening from December 16 – 24.  These celebrations commemorate Mary and Joseph’s cold and difficult journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem in search of shelter.  “Posada” in Spanish, simply means lodging or shelter.  Each one of these nights before Christmas, a party is held in a home in the neighborhood.  There is plenty of food and drink, with candies and fruit for the children.  Come to the Orange Carpet on December 15 at 8:00 p.m. to find out how we celebrate Posadas at Cornell.
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Known as the Festival of Rededication or the Festival of Lights, Hanukkah is an eight-day observance celebrated during the Jewish month of Kislev.  It is important to remember that Hanukkah is not “Jewish Christmas” but simply coincides with the Christian holiday in December.  Over two thousand years ago, the Jews were oppressed and massacred by Antiochus IV and their temples were desecrated.  After three years of bitter conflict, the Jews drove the Greco-Syrians out of Judea.  When they entered the temple they removed the Greek symbols and statues and discovered there was only enough undefiled oil to burn their candles for one day; it would take eight days to prepare a fresh supply.  When the menorah was lit, the small amount of oil miraculously burned for eight days.


Hanukkah is not the most significant religious holiday in the Jewish calendar but is a beloved tradition nonetheless.  Many of the foods prepared during this festival are cooked in oil to recognize the significance of oil during this holiday.  The dreidel game, latkes (potato pancakes) and music all add to the beautiful traditions of Hanukkah.
Alumni Profile

[image: image7.jpg]


What Ever Happened to . . . Joey Arroyo?
Graduated:  2000
Major:  Psychology
Hometown: Chicago, IL
Current address: Chicago, IL

Career update:  Chicago policeman; working on Masters of Oriental Medicine; placed in the top 20 kung fu artists in North America in the 2006 K-Star competition.
“Cornell was a nice place to find out about yourself and to learn about others.  For living in a big, raging urban environment, my world was very small.  Cornell helped me to learn more about the world around me.”

Meet the Press: [image: image13.wmf]Our Student Staff
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[image: image9.wmf]Our roving reporters travel the globe (well, the hilltop, anyway) to bring you news from an intercultural and international perspective.  Got news?  Let them know!  Pictured at left is Senior Correspondent, Samantha Golden.  Hailing from our neighboring state of Wisconsin, she is a tenacious reporter who will badger you until she gets the story.
Student Spotlight
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Name:  Kiwako Sakamoto
Hometown:  Sendai, Japan
Major:  Economics and Business and Mathematics
Year:  Sophomore
Hobbies/interests:  Reading economics books, watching movies, listening to music (Japanese, Classical guitar and bossa nova) and cooking Japanese and Korean food.
What she likes about Cornell:  The close relationship students are able to have with professors; they get to know students on personal levels which is a change from the state school she attended previously.

Future plans:  Kiwako hopes to go to graduate school and receive a PhD in Economics.
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Student Spotlight
Name: David Feldman
Hometown: Overland Park, KS
Major: Economics and Business and Religion
Year: Senior

Hobbies/interests: Dancing, ultimate Frisbee and spreading love.
What he likes about Cornell: “Cornell allows us to stay young at heart while providing many opportunities to attain serious life skills.”
Future plans: David would like to own his own restaurant, dance with his future kids, work in the Israeli economy and own an Israeli ultimate Frisbee team.
Study at Stoner House!
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The weather outside might be frightful, but you’re sure to get a warm welcome at the Stoner House Study Table, held each Monday and Tuesday night of finals week, beginning at 8:00 p.m.  Never been here?  C’mon over!  We have a kitchen, a computer lounge, a TV/VCR and a “quiet room” on the main floor for those who really need to focus.  Refreshments are provided – this block we’ll have cookies and cocoa.  Feel free to stop by and enjoy our festive holiday decorations and treats!
Women’s Groups Plan Week-Long Event

By Gordaki Moore


Take Back the Night, an annual event on campus, has often been misinterpreted in the past as bashing men and representing women as helpless victims – and WAG and TWRG agree it’s time for a change.  This year’s event will be known as Rally Against Sexual Assault (RASA).  Gretchen Auten states, “Take Back the Night is a misnomer.  Images of strange men jumping out of bushes attacking women are perpetuated by this name…80% of women know their assaulter.  This is not the act of a group of people but individuals.”


Weather conditions prevented WAG and TWRG from holding a march but they will expand RASA to a week in addition to the Clothesline Project.  Events include a counselor from Ebersole discussing sexual assault and how to offer support to a friend.  Karen Kubby from the Emma Goldman Clinic will talk about communication between partners and how to say “yes, yes” and “no, no.”  During the evening rally on December 15 a volunteer medical advocate will talk about what happens at the hospital following a sexual assault and a member of the MVPD will explain the procedure for a rape report.


All events are listed on the Cultural Connection calendar.
A Holiday Message to Ken Morris
From Crystal, Daki, Samantha, Stephanie and Yeison
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 “He has the power to render us happy or unhappy; to make our service light or burdensome; a pleasure or a toil. Say that his power lies in words and looks; in things so slight and insignificant that it is impossible to add and count them up: what then? The happiness he gives, is quite as great as if it cost a fortune.”
From A Christmas Carol, by Charles Dickens
What’s Up??

December 10-15: Clothesline Project/RASA

December 12: Candlelight Service/Virgin of Guadalupe 6:30 p.m. Allee
December 15: Karen Kubby (Emma Goldman Clinic) 3:30 p.m. Shaw

December 15: Hillel Shabbat Dinner 6:00 p.m. Stoner House

December 15: WAG Rally and Speak Out 6:15 p.m. Orange Carpet

December 18: Hanukkah Tea Party 4:30 p.m. Bowman Formal Lounge

December 18-19: Stoner House Study Table 8:00 p.m.

December 21: Winter break begins; dorms close at 11:00 a.m.

Fun facts we bet you didn’t know! [image: image3.wmf]
· Animal crackers were actually cookies imported from England in the late 1800s.  The boxes were designed with a string handle so they could be hung on a Christmas tree.
· Frustrated by the lack of interest in his invention, Charles Pajeau hired people to dress up as elves and play with his “Tinker Toys” in the window of a Chicago department store in 1914.  They sold over a million sets the next year.

· In an effort to collect funds for a charity Christmas dinner in 1891, a large crab pot was set on a San Francisco street, becoming the first Salvation Army collection kettle.

· Alabama was the first state to declare Christmas an official holiday in 1836; Oklahoma was the last, in 1907.
· Oregon is the leading producer of Christmas trees.
· The idea for electric Christmas lights came from Ralph E. Morris.  Safer than candles, the lights were first used in 1895.

· George Washington spent Christmas night in 1776 crossing the Delaware in terrible weather.  1777 wasn’t much better: he and his troops spent a miserable night at Valley Forge.

· Hallmark introduced its first Christmas cards in 1915, five years after the founding of the company.

· In 1947, Toys for Tots organized its first toy drive for needy children, making the holidays a little brighter.

Cultural Connection is a monthly newsletter focusing on students, programs and services supported by the Office of Intercultural Life.

Questions, comments or guest columns may be submitted to Box 2604.
You may also contact the office if you wish to be added or dropped from the mailing list.
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December 2006
“Celebrating Diversity” Conference at Cornell College
By Samantha Golden
On Saturday, November 18, the Office of Intercultural Life hosted its second annual multicultural conference, “Celebrating Diversity, Discovering Unity: A Global Imperative.”  This year conference participation was focused on the Cornell College community with presentations from our own faculty, staff and students.  Topics included cultural identity, music and white privilege, and several workshops encouraged discussion about leadership, social class, Islam and spirituality.  The goal of the conference was to educate people about diversity and illustrate the ways that individuals and organizations can incorporate a multicultural perspective into their lives.
Keynote speaker Rita Ali is the Executive Director of Diversity at Illinois Central College in Peoria, Illinois.  Ms. Ali opened the conference by discussing “Dimensions of Diversity.”  Rita Ali is a nationally-recognized diversity program consultant who says that “a global perspective is required to succeed in the world of today and tomorrow.”
The day’s schedule featured an extended and exotic Sodexho menu with entertainment on the Orange Carpet during the lunch break.  The conference closed with an “express yourself” dance party that allowed participants to share their impressions of the conference and the issues discussed.

Plans are already underway for next year’s conference which will be expanded to include other area colleges.  Questions and comments may be sent to Ken Morris, director of Intercultural Life.
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These Cornell students took a few moments to “express themselves” at the Diversity Conference on November 18.
