GUIDELINES FOR REQUIRED STUDENT-FACULTY RESEARCH IN GEOLOGY
Rationale

Students declaring a major in geology after the fall of 2005 are required to undertake an independent research project and to enroll in GEO 485.  

Type of Independent Research

Students (with the help of their faculty sponsors) will choose one of the following three research options no later than the end of their junior year:

	Research Option
	Entails
	Prerequisites
	Requirements

	Honors Thesis
	Conducting research during the preceding summer, while enrolled in GEO 485, and throughout the rest of the academic year
	GPA in geology courses > 3.5

Upper level elective offered by research supervisor
	Research in previous summer, thesis proposal, selection of thesis committee, written thesis, PUBLIC DEFENSE OF THESIS and presentations at Cornell Student Symposium and Geological Society of America or Iowa Academy of Science



	Thesis
	Conducting research during the preceding summer and while enrolled in GEO 485
	Upper level elective offered by research supervisor
	Research in previous summer written thesis, DEPARTMENTAL DEFENSE OF THESIS and presentations at Cornell Student Symposium and Geological Society of America or Iowa Academy of Science



	Project
	Conducting research while enrolled in GEO 485
	Upper level elective offered by research supervisor

If possible, students should design a project while enrolled in their supervisor’s upper level elective
	Written thesis and presentation at Cornell Student Symposium




Monetary Support of Student Research Projects

The geology department has a number of endowed funds to support independent research.  Available monies are currently too limited to allow all students to conduct field, laboratory, or library research away from the Cornell campus.  As a result, the following guidelines will be aid in allocating money to particular student researchers.

a. Geology majors take precedence over majors from other departments/programs (e.g., environmental studies) or geology minors

b. Rising seniors take precedence over students from rising sophomores or juniors.

c. Students preparing to attend graduate school take precedence over students not planning on pursuing masters or doctoral degrees

d. Student G.P.A. may be used to distinguish between students with otherwise similar qualifications.

