Geology Department Guidelines for Departmental Honors

Catalogue Guidlines

1) GPA of 3.5 of higher within the department

2) Project or paper judged to be of honors quality by members of the department

3) Public oral examination of the project or paper conducted by the department and a faculty member within the same division of the curriculum and selected by the department.

Registrar’s requirement

Registrar’s office should receive honors designation by the end of April.

Library guidelines for thesis copy

None.

Recommendations
Seniors meeting college criteria for departmental honors should meet with their prospective thesis adviser to agree upon the project to be completed.  Such meetings may likely occur during the student’s junior year to allow for summer field work to be completed and to enroll in an adjunct course or independent study.

Student will turn in a 1-2 page honors thesis proposal to their thesis adviser no later than the end of Term I.  The proposal shall include

1) Title of proposed research along with a description of the research problem and the general and methodology to be employed.


 2) Name of a geology faculty member who is serving as a thesis adviser.


3) Name of a faculty member outside the department who has also agreed to evaluate the thesis. 

The thesis adviser will circulate the proposal for approval to geology faculty and notify the student of approval/non-approval of the proposal.

Three copies (see format below) of the thesis are due to the thesis adviser no later than April 1st.  The adviser will distribute one copy to the faculty member outside the department and one copy to geology faculty not advising the thesis.  The thesis adviser will also schedule a public defense for the thesis.  Prior to the defense date, the faculty evaluating the thesis (1 geology faculty, 1 faculty outside the department) shall provide a short, written evaluation of the written thesis, with a recommendation for or against honors, to the thesis adviser.

Honors defenses will be public.  All geology faculty members and the outside thesis reader should attend.  Students should also be encouraged to attend.  The geology faculty and outside faculty member will meet briefly to decide the merits of the defense.  The written thesis shall be weighted more heavily than the oral examination in determining honors.

The honors thesis adviser shall notify the registrar as to the designation of honors no later than the beginning of Term 9.

Thesis Format

A minimum of two copies of the thesis on acid-free paper, with margins suitable for binding are required.  One copy shall be catalogued in Cole Library, the other with the Geology Department.  Honors thesis advisers may require a third copy for their personal collection.

