Advice for Geology Majors – navigating the 300-level elective and GEO 485 requirements for the geology major. 

Our curriculum is designed to allow geology majors to explore in depth a geologic sub discipline that interests them. To facilitate this aspect of the geology curriculum, each geology faculty member teaches a 300-level elective and 485 research course in alternate years. Ideally, a student should decide to pursue independent research in one of the broad sub disciplines of geology represented by the expertise of a member of the geology faculty and select the 300-level elective class offered by that faculty member: GEO 317 Paleoecology (Greenstein); GEO 322 Quaternary Environments (Denniston); GEO 325 Origin of Moutains (Walsh). The student should then enroll in the GEO 485 course taught by that faculty member the following year. Note that students may enroll in additional 300-level elective courses without following up with another GEO 485 experience.

