The Persian Courier Post (Herodotus, Histories 8.98)

[1] toVTV d¢ TV ayYEéAwv EoTiv 0VdEV O TL Oattov mapaytyvetat Ovntov Ov.
AéyovoL Yo wg 60wV av NHeEQ@V 1) 1] maoa 600G, TOOOVTOL (oL Te Kal avOQEg
dleoTAOL, KATA TV EKAOTNG 1|HEQAG OO0V (TITI0g Te Kal Avr)e tetaypévog, obg oUte
VIDETOG, OUK OUPEOG, OV KAVHA, OV VUE KWADVEL L) TIOM 0L TOV TTEOKELUEVOV EQUTQ
dpopov TV taxlotnv. [2] 6 pev 1) MEWTOG dPAUWV TTARAdIDWOL TV Ay YeAlav T@
devTépw, 6 d¢ deVTEQOG TR TOlTW' 1) O’ évtevOev 1N kAt AAAOV dleEépyeTat

TaAEAdWOOUEVT), WoTeE €v ‘EAANow 1) Aapmadndoola, v 1o Hpalotw émiteAovoty.

Vocabulary

[1] 6 Tt (neut. of relative pronoun), which, that; Oattwv —ov, comparative of Taxvg
Taxelx taxv, swifter, faster; mapaytyvouat to arrive; tovtwv 8¢ TV AYYEAWY,
genitive of comparison: “nothing mortal which arrives faster than these messengers.”
Ovntog -1 -0v, mortal, befitting mortals

Qv . ..1): av + present subjunctive of eipi makes a generalizing statement: “however
many days the entire journey is”

duotnuy, to set apart, place separately: “are placed at intervals”

tetaypévog, ordered, arranged, posted

ViheTOG -0V, O, snowstorm

oppoog —ov, O, rain

KaLpa —atog, 10, heat (cf. caustic)

KwAVw, to prevent (from)

TipokelpaL, to be set before, lie before; to be proposed

dpOHOG -0V, O, a course, race, running

[2] Tapaddwy, to give, hand over

évtevBev (adv.) from there

Kkat &AAov from one to another

Aaumadndooia —ag, 1), torch relay race

éruteAéw, to complete (a vow), celebrate

Mark Twain echoed this passage when he described the Pony Express: “No matter whether it was winter or summer,
raining, snowing, hailing, or sleeting, or whether his ‘beat’ was a level straight road or a crazy trail over mountain
crags and precipices, . ... he must be always ready to leap into the saddle and be off like the wind! There was no
idling-time for a pony-rider on duty. He rode fifty miles without stopping, by daylight, moonlight, starlight, or
through the blackness of darkness — just as it happened” (from Roughing It).



